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PREFACE

This manuscript is the product of a series of tape-recorded interviews
conducted for the Oral History of Iran Program of Foundation for Irandian

Studies by Shirin Sami'i with Nayyereh Ebtehaj-Sami'i in Dover, MA., in
April, 1984,

Readers of this Oral History memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is din-
herent in such historical sources. Foundation for Iranian Studies is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views
expressed theredn.

The manuscript may be read, quoted from and cited only by serious
research scholars accredited for purposes of research by Foundation for
Iranian Studies; and further, this memoir must be read in such place as
is made available for purposes of research by Foundation for Iranian
Studies. No reproduction of the memoir either in whole or in part may
be made by microphoto, typewriter, photostat, or any other device.
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Nayyereh Ebtehaj-Sami'i was born in Rasht, Iran in 1914. She
received her early education at the Presbyterian Missionary
School of Rasht., She concluded her education at a similar
institution in Tehran., After a seventeen year interlude,
Mrs., Ebtehaj-Sami'i completed her Bachelor's degree in
languages at Tehran University.

No sooner had she completed her secondary education that
Mrs. Ebtehaj-Sami'i embarked upon a carcer directed at
improving the conditions of women in Iran. Using the inter-
mediary of her alma mater's alumni association, she arranged
for meetings and lectures at Tehran's American School. As

a spokeswomen for Iran's increasingly active women's
movement, Mrs. Ebtehaj-Sami'i participated in numerous
international conferences, and sponsored an array of
councils and societies inside Iran. She was a member of
Women's Council of Iran, and a member of the International
Council of Women. She was also the first president of Tehran's
branch of International Zonta Club.

Her political career extends further. She was a founding member
of the Iran Novin Party, and four times, a representative

from Rasht to the Majles, where she also served as a member

of the Governing Board of the Parliament. She has been a

member of the Board of Governors of ITran's Red Lion and

Sun Organization, the Shahnaz Club, and a member of the

Board of Trustees of Tehran's Community Sc¢hool and the

Damavand College.
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